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Worship Schedule
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 1
Communion Sunday
10:00 am Service
Mark 5:21-43; Psalm 130
“Do Not Fear”
Rev. Laura

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 8
9:00 am Community Choir
10:00 am service
Ephesians 3:14-31; Mark 10:13-16
“For the Children”
Karen Miller

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 15
10:00 am Service
Youth Mission Trip Report
Psalm 24, Ephesians 1:3-14
“It’s in Christ…”
Rev. Laura

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 22
10:00 am service
Psalm 89:20-37; Ephesians 2:11-22
“Walls Come Tumbling Down”
Rev. Dick Johnson

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 27
10:00 am Service
Ephesians 3:14-2
“Rooted and Grounded”
Rev. Laura
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Session
Class of 2018
Jenna Hague
Mark Hanson
Linda Kelley
Ralph Krall
Cindy Shipley

Laurie Hartshorn, Clerk of Session
Class of 2019
Charlotte Cronin
Mary Jo Mays
Alicia McKeighan
Megan McKeighan
Kathy Nordvall

Class of 2020
Tim Cole
Deb Hanson
Don Hartshorn
Pam Madden
Alexis Maloof

Board of Deacons
Class of 2018
Victoria Best
Marcia Boyer
Rose Dickerson
Vicki Ghidina
Angie Gross
Laurie Hartshorn
Michael Kelley
Ron Kirchgessner
Charlene Mousty
Sandy Nott
Rose Schmollinger
Trudy Sholtz

Class of 2019
Theresa Bender
Ken Krancher
John Madden
Sue McGill
Rick Noetzel
Deb Paul
Nancy Pogue
Bev Ranson
Myrna Schwarz

Session Committee Liaisons
Church Life
Hospitality & Growth
Christian Education
Human Resources
Member Care
Mission
Properties
Stewardship & Finance
Worship & the Arts
Preschool

Class of 2020
Bill Barrett
Judi Beck
Audrey Beeney
Pat Bensing
Theresa Buley
Betty Downard
Ann Gropp
Megan Marsh
Nancy Thompson

Charlotte Cronin
Linda Kelley
Cindy Shipley
Alicia McKeighan & Pam Madden
Mary Jo Mays & Deb Hanson
Jenna Hague
Don Hartshorn
Megan McKeighan & Tim Cole
Mark Hanson
Kathy Nordvall

Pray for the Holy Spirit to empower the church.
Interested in joining United Presbyterian Church?
Contact the pastor or visit our website at: www.unitedpc.org.
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Letter from Laura
Letter from Laura
By the time this edition of the Chimes hits your inbox or mailbox, the Session will have met and
gotten updates about the Mission Study Task Force. The people who have said yes to serving on the
MSTF will be gathering and choosing dates to meet and to conduct the various pieces of our study
time. It looks like this will be an energizing and productive summer for us.
The premise for our work together is this: all of us are in relationship with God, who is ever more
ready to communicate with us than we are to listen. God is also ever more ready to bestow grace on
us than we are to receive it. This God is also willing to offer us direction and perspective if and when
we are ready to surrender our willfulness and be open to receiving such direction. The reluctant partner in all this is never God.
At the very heart of the Christian faith lies one fundamental question: how can we understand and
live out the will of God? When Jesus sought a way to identify who was of the family of God, he determined that a member of the family is whoever does the will of God (Mark 3:35). And when he was in
agony in the garden of Gethsemane on the night of his betrayal, his prayer was simply and profoundly
that God’s will be done (Mark 14:35). This desire, this longing to seek to do God’s will, is called
“discernment” and is a hallmark of the Christian faith.
As Presbyterians, we believe that the will of God is discerned as we gather with each other. No
one person knows fully the will of God, but each of us can glimpse an understanding of what God desires. By sharing these understandings in the community of faith, we can enable the wisdom and way
of God to emerge among us and build a consensus about what is the will of God for UPC for this time
and place. Another way to answer what the will of God is for UPC right now is the answer the questions of “who are we” and “what does God want us to do”?
Nothing is more potent than a group of people who hold a vision in common. I bet when UPC
came to say “We grow and nurture followers of Christ in a welcoming community” you were really
excited! I love the banners around the church that include the words that tell us what it takes to
grow and nurture followers. I suspect that our time of discernment will serve both to confirm and
amplify this identity and provide us ways to live into it more deeply. This means not only identifying
our great strengths and building on them, but also honestly naming our greatest weaknesses and
working at correcting them. For instance, we already know, as a Session, that we need to do a better
job of communicating.
I’m excited to see what we will learn in these coming months and hope for your whole hearted
participation.
Blessings,
Rev. Laura
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Pastoral Prayers
Please keep the following people in your thoughts
Jim Bremner
Mary Buesing
Ken Brower
Dusty DeVore
Kerry Dickerson
Geneva Hall (Gulley)
Jaxson Harper
Mary Jermac
Dwight Jones
Kate (Cronin)
Aunt Helen (Kelley)
Mike Kelley
Duane Mach
Gladys Neal
Dave Nixon
Henry Noetzel
Dean Peoples
Chrity Presseau (Maloof)
Stephanie Rittmiller (Rouzer)
Joan Sathoff (Trish’s Mother)
Larry Stotts
Sara Stotts
Josh Swank
Felicia Vallosio
Cal Vobrouch
Don Wagner
Jon Wrigley
Kim Wrigley
Ruthie Yingling
For those in active service: Holly Donald, Teslyn Armstrong.
Prayers of Christian sympathies for the family of
Ben, friend of the Dickersons, on his death June 13.

News from the Pews
McCormick Seminary Alumni
Featured Article
Rev. Laura was featured in the current McCormick
Seminary Alumni newsletter. Read the article at:
http://files.constantcontact.com/
cfc49328301/25041bd3-29f4-4f4a-a1021a27fb3e8d23.pdf

The Chimes

July 2018

Thanks
Dear UPC Family,
Thank you for allowing us to host our 50th wedding anniversary
open house in the Fellowship Hall on June 10th. It was the perfect place to have our event.
Several came from other churches
near and far, and commented on
how nice of a facility we as a congregation have.
Thank you to Shirley Poshard, Pat
Weinkauf and Barb Mosher who
handled the serving for us. Jim
and Betty Pugh opened the hall
for us and made signs to direct guests to the hall and helping
with clean up after the party. They helped with other background things including getting the room set up for the 97
guests who came that day. We had two friends from other
churches who also helped with the reception. Trish Deppermann assisted in many ways in planning. Thank you to Jim Andrews for staying to lock up when we were finished. People
came that we had not seen for years including cousins from
Champaign and NW of Chicago.
Bobbie and Bill Rice
UPC,
Thank you so much for the Bible and gift card. I love my church
so much and it was so thoughtful of my church family to think of
me at graduation time. I’ll miss my church family when I’m off
to Knox College, but I’ll still be sure to stop in when I can.
Elise Hanson
To All,
Thank you for the prayers, cards, call, flowers, and phone calls
while I was recovering from my accident. I’m blessed to have
such a caring church family.
Love,
LaVonne Seelye
Dear UPC,
I cannot say how thankful I am for the red rose while hospitalized, the additional help with our daughter’s funeral expenses
and all the care and concerns shown us.
Bill and Betty Keller
Dear Friends,
I would like to thank you for the beautiful red rose that came to
my room while hospitalized. I cannot go to church now, but I
am with you in spirit. Thank you so much.
Mary Zentgraf
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Church Life

Bus Trip
Please join us on our fall bus trip.
We start with the Funk Prairie Home Museum, Shirley,
IL.
This includes a tour of the 1864 home, gem & mineral
collection, and 1860’s machinery & barn at no charge.
We will dine at Tony’s Diner in Bloomington (lunch on
your own). Following lunch, we will tour the David
Davis Mansion (US Supreme Court Judge and Lincoln’s
campaign manager) in Bloomington. (no charge)
All of this fun will happen on Saturday, September
15th.
Depart UPC at 7:30 am; Return at 5:00 pm
Cost: $10.00 for bus (please prepay)
Contact the church office (Trish) to sign up and prepay
for the bus.

Softball Schedule
All games are played at Northminster Presbyterian
Church, Knoxville Ave. Come cheer on your favorite
team.
July 2 7:15 pm
vs. Northminster Presbyterian
July 9 5:45 pm
vs. Bethany Baptist #2
July 16 5:45 pm
vs. Peoria Heights Congregational
July 21 Rain make-ups if needed
July 23 6:30 pm
vs. First Baptist
July 30 Tournament 1st Round

Ladies Night Out
July 19, 2018 6:00 pm
Fox Pub & Café, 7800 N Sommer St. Suite 302, Peoria
RSVP to Eunice Andrews at 688-8458 or Betty Pugh at 822
-8500. Come a little earlier if you want to visit more.

Party Invitation
All are invited to a celebration of Independence Day on
Saturday, June 30th at the Hulin’s. Flyers with directions
are at the welcome center. Rain date is Sunday, July 1.
RSVP please.
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Mission
Foster Family Back-to-School Ice Cream Social and School Supply Drive
School time will be here before we know it! We are in
need of school supplies for the Foster Family Back-toSchool Ice Cream Social on Saturday, August 4th from
3:30-5:00 pm A list of needed supplies will be available
and can be brought to church starting July 1st.
We are also in need of volunteers to assist on the afternoon of August 4th with set-up, serving ice cream, managing the supply “store”, and clean-up. Please reach out
to Jenna Hague if you are interested or sign up on bulletin board at the Welcome Center in July.

Learn more about making
Peoria a “Welcoming City”
On Sunday, July 15th Anthony Walraven from Change
Peoria will join us to talk about the Welcoming City Ordinance for Peoria. He will be sharing for a few minutes
during service and then will be available for conversation and post card opportunity following service in the
Fellowship Hall.
In a joint letter sent to the church from the ACLU of Illinois Peoria-Area Chapter and Change Peoria:
“ According to Illinois People’s Action, a Welcoming City Ordinance will show respect for
many contributions immigrants made to our
community, as well as strengthen the relationship between immigrant communities and law
enforcement. This ordinance would reinforce to
immigrants in Peoria that our city values them
and respects them.
If passed, the Welcoming City Ordinance would
prohibit law enforcement from using their resources to help ICE agents in any way, including
but not limited to: prohibiting stopping or holding anyone based on their immigration status,
prohibiting collecting and sharing information
on the immigration status of our residents, and
prohibiting the city from threatening anyone
based on their immigration status. This ordinance would not protect residents from being
deported, it would not prohibit lawful communication with federal agencies on trafficking investigations, and it would not provide lawful immigration status.

___

__

_
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According to the ACLU, there are 41 million immigrants in the United States, and our organizations
feel strongly that immigrants make all of our communities better and should be respected and treated
as such. We know that many questions surround the
Welcoming City Ordinance, and this is why we’d love
the opportunity to discuss with your congregation
and answer any questions they may have.”
Projecto Amar Summer Camp Update
Each summer, Projeto Amar, our school partnership in Brazil, plans a special summer camp excursion for the children
that they serve. The students anticipate this trip with excitement, knowing it will be a time of fun and games with
their peers, as well as an opportunity to grow in character
and in faith. This year's camp is scheduled for the beginning
of August, and they are just $1000 shy of the funding
needed for the children to go on this meaningful getaway.
One of our board members, Karin Daun, who visited United
Presbyterian in May, set up a GoFundMe page to help us
reach our goal! If you're interested in making a donation,
visit the following link to learn more:
https://www.gofundme.com/brazil-summer-camp-for-atrisk-kids
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Mission
Family Separation- How To Get Involved
Our news reports and social media feeds have been full of the
issues facing immigrants entering the country. It can be hard to
separate fact from fiction, political from journalism, faith-based
from secular. We can feel a range of emotions ranging from fear
to empathy to anger to frustration to absolute heartbreak- all in
a single day or hour. It is so overwhelming and so complex we
may feel that we don’t know where to start or how we can
make a difference.
I’d like to offer a few simple steps to start:
1. Learn the facts:
 On May 7, 2018 the Attorney General announced a
“zero tolerance” policy stating border officials with the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) are to criminally prosecute individuals who do not cross the border
at an official port of entry to the country.
 Previously, individuals found crossing the border
were sent to an immigrant detention center and sent
before an immigration judge. With the new policy, individuals are sent to federal jail and are being sent before
a federal judge, therefore, being separated from their
children.
 According to the Department of Homeland Security
report 1,995 minors were separated from an adult from
April 19 through May 31 alone.
 Children are turned over to the Office of Refugee
Resettlement (ORR) within 72 hours and held in a government facility while trying to locate their nearest relative in the United States. As of June 7th, ORR facilities
were already 95% full.
2. Donate: There are many organizations providing legal
representation to children who have been separated from
their families. The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA),
supported by our One Great Hour of Sharing and other special offerings at UPC, also “supports the Presbyterian Church
(USA) humanitarian response to and advocacy on behalf of
refugees, asylum seekers and other forced migrants”.
3. Contact your US Senator and Representative: Encourage
them to speak out against family separation. Let them know
this is not acceptable. It must stop.
4. Join the Missions Committee on Sunday, June 24th: We
will be providing an overview of how our denomination, the
Presbyterian Church (USA), is getting involved as well as individual ways to take action. We will also have a table in the
fellowship hall with advocacy postcards, calling scripts, and
information about immigrants and refugees. We would welcome your conversation and questions.

_________________7
3. Also feel free to join us at an upcoming Mission
Committee meeting or let us know how you’d like to
see UPC address immigration as a welcoming community.

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) General Assembly Stated
Clerk the Rev. J. Herbert Nelson, II, released the following
statement on the policy of family separation at the 223rd
General Assembly:
“What has this nation become? How have we
wandered so far from Jesus’ kind admonition,
“Let the little children come to me … for it is to
such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” How can this be happening in a nation in
which so many claim the traditions of Christianity, Judaism and Islam and the critical importance
of families to the fabric of our lives together?
Perhaps the most egregious aspect of this policy
is the willingness of the highest legal official of
our nation to suggest that if a mother has fled
violence in her own country to save herself and
her children, but has not had a chance to make a
proper petition for safety in the U.S., she should
be taught a lesson by having her children taken
from her. It is almost incomprehensible that these
acts should be used as a warning to others who
would come.
What makes matters worse is the audacity of
quoting the Apostle Paul’s admonition to believers in Romans 13:1 to obey the law (presumably
whatever the law says), while ignoring the higher
scriptural demand that “love is the fulfilling of the
law” (Romans 13:10).
The crisis of tens of thousands of desperate people coming to the United States for relief seems
almost overwhelming. But as the officials of our
government attempt to address the crisis, we
cannot afford to tarnish the highest values of our
nation. We must not punish desperate parents by
tearing their children away from them, leaving
the parents without access to the children or assurance of their welfare.
In the name of God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: Stop!”
Together in faith,
Jenna Hague
Chair, Missions Committee
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Worship & the Arts
Save the Date- Two Concerts at UPC
The first concert will be Friday, July 27th as the Peoria
Municipal Band will be playing on the church grounds
at UPC for an outdoor concert. Please bring lawn
chairs to sit on for this concert and invite some friends
to enjoy the music with! Concert is free of charge and
begins at 7:00 pm.
The second concert will be Sunday, September 16th at
2:30 pm and is titled “There Always, Something Sings:
21st Century Composers on Religious Division and
Unity.” Soprano Angela Born, tenor Matthew
Peckham, pianist Dana Brown, and percussionist Matthew Kibort will be performing works by Paul Winchester, Mohammed Fairouz, Erik Contzius, and Michelle
Isaac. This will be a wonderful opportunity to explore
the commonalities between Christianity and Islam
through music. Angela and Matthew will also be at the
morning worship service on September 16th to sing
one of the songs from the program during the offertory time.

Community Choir
The Community Choir is back. This group is designed
for anyone who likes to sing. You do not have to be
trained, you do not need to read music, and you don’t
have to have any choir experience. The goal is to meet
the singers in the Chancel Choir, have fun singing, and
offer music to God and the community in worship. If
you have wanted to sing with a group, or have sung
with a group but can’t commit to weekly rehearsals,
this opportunity is for you.
On the second Sunday of the summer months (July 8th,
and August 12th) we will have a rehearsal in the sanctuary at 9am to learn the music. Next, the Community
Choir will sing for the prelude and then head back to
their seats so everyone can be in the pews for the rest
of the service.
If you have any questions, please let me know. If not, I
hope to see you at Community Choir!

_ July 2018

Songs and Sweets
On Sunday, August 12th at 4:00pm we are going to host an
event called Songs and Sweets at the church. People of all
ages are welcome to attend. We will sing favorite of church
songs and hymns while enjoying ice cream sundaes. For more
information email aschultz@unitedpc.org

New Website
We are pleased to announce that a new website will be
launched in July! On this new website you will be able to keep
up to date with events, sermons, articles, Chimes, and other
pertinent info about the life of the church. This website is also
designed to be easier to navigate for first time visitors. If you
know anyone who may be interested in learning more about
UPC, you can direct them to the website unitedpc.org.

Library News
Thank you to the person who donated the following Debbie
Macomber books to the library:
Yours and Mine
Orchard Valley Brides
Wedding Dreams
Ready for Marriage
Alaska Home
Mr. Miracle
While down in Alabama recently, I also obtained the following
Christian Fiction books for the library:
One More Last Chance by Cathleen Armstrong
White Christmas Eve by Wanda Brunstetter
A Home at Trail's End by Melody Carlson
Signs and Wonders by Phillip Gulley
The library staff would like your feedback on these Christian
Fiction books, as some are part of a series. If you find them
interesting, we will try to get more from that series.
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From Stewardship & Finance Committee
We have some good news to share. During the month of May, we made a mortgage principal payment of $40,000. The result of this action, and the standard monthly payment, is that the mortgage
balance reduced by $44,933 during the month of May. It is $485,638.12, as of June 1.
This happened because the Stewardship and Finance Committee changed our standard mortgage payment process. Previously, we held 18 month of mortgage payments in a money market account earning 0.17% interest. We now hold 12 months of payments. The mortgage interest rate is 4.25% higher
than the interest we are earning on the savings.
The risk to UPC is acceptable, because last year we reduced the monthly payment from $12,555 to
$6770.95 per month.
On another topic-Please remember that when you go on vacation, the church bills do not. We appreciate people keep pledges current.

Safety Task Force
Securing UPC at Night The Safety Task Force
wants everyone to be aware of the procedure for
setting the alarm and locking up the church at
night. Our cleaning service is here from 3 to 9pm
each weekday evening and they are responsible for
securing the building provided that no one else is
still there. If you have a church meeting that runs
past 8:45pm then you will need to communicate
with the cleaning person and make sure there is a
responsible church member designated to lock up
and set the alarm. On Saturdays the church is normally locked all day so if an event is scheduled the
responsibility for securing will be on the church
member hosting the event. On Sundays the responsibility will be on a UPC staff member. We appreciate your cooperation to help keep UPC safe
and avoid false alarms. Please call Trish to get the
cleaning person’s cell number. Thank you.

Meet Our
Faith Community Nurse
Meet Keli Briggs Keli Briggs has been hired by the Session to be
our new Faith Community Nurse. She will begin her training
with us on 6/18/18 and be available to you starting 6/25/18.
Living with her husband in Washington, Keli has 37 years of nursing experience in the larger Peoria area. She has taught in an
undergraduate nursing program and worked in hospitals and enjoys sharing her knowledge with others. Training within community nursing programs and volunteering within her home congregation as support to her own parish nurse has drawn Keli to now
pursue her growing interest in a position where she can integrate
her faith with the practice of her vocation. Holding both the BSN
and MSN degrees, Keli’s interest in developing relationships with
patients, using networks to maximize support as people become
less independent, and teaching skills to provide healthy living are
part of the particular skill set she brings to UPC. At the same
time, she is eager to partner with such a progressive and nurturing congregation and wishes to support the health needs and
concerns of every generation in the church. She is looking forward to working especially with our Deacons, Member Care,
Health and Wellness committee and Stephen Ministers to continue the good ministry UPC has provided for decades through
our well established, well run and well supported Parish Nurse
program. Keli’s office hours are M, W, F from 9:00 am to noon.
Due to a previous commitment we will be making a permanent
change to the blood pressure screening. Watch the bulletin for
more information. Her email is kelirn@unitedpc.org and her
phone is 678-8597.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

1
Communion
Sleater Baptism
10:00 Worship
Minute for Mission:
School Supplies
11:00 Fellowship

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

2
8:30 Exercise
9:00 Home Communion
6:00 Tai Chi
6:30 Church Life
7:15 Softball
Properties/
Member Care of
Break

3
4
9:30 PASG General OFFICE CLOSED
Meeting
Happy 4th of July
1:30 Tai chi
3:00 Bereavement

5
8:30 Exercise
1:30 Tai Chi
6:00 Bereavement

6

7

8
9:00 Community
Choir
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship/
Karen Miller Reception
11:15 Worship &
Arts
Christian Ed on
break
Lonn Baptism

9
8:30 Exercise
1:00 Parents’
Bereavement
5:45 Softball
6:00 Foundation
6:00 Tai Chi
6:00 Moms Demand Action

10
9:00 PASG Board
1:30 Tai Chi
3:00 Bereavement
6:00 Human Resources

12
8:30 Exercise
11:30 PASGDTS
1:30 Tai Chi
6:00 Bereavement
6:30 Stewardship &
Finance

13

14
9:30 Deacon Quarterly Meeting

15
8:00 am CHIMES
Info Due in Office
10:00 Worship
Youth Mission Trip
Report
Minute for Mission:
Change Peoria

16
8:30 Exercise
11:30 PASGB
5:45 Softball
6:00 Tai Chi
6:00 VBS

17
1:30 Tai Chi
3:00 Bereavement
6:30 Families
Anonymous

18
8:30 Pastors’ Bible
Study
11:30 ANG
1:00 Staff Meeting
6:00 Tai Chi

19
8:00 Session Info
Due in Office
8:30 Exercise
12:15 STF
6:00 Bereavement
6:00 Ladies Night
Out

20

21

22
10:00 Worship
Minute for Mission:
Look It’s My Book

23
8:30 Exercise
1:00 Parents’
Bereavement
6:00 Tai Chi
7:15 Softball

24
10:00 COM @ First
Federated
11:30 PASGNP
1:30 Tai Chi
3:00 Bereavement
6:30 Families
Anonymous
7:00 Session

25
8:30 Pastors’ Bible
study
11:30 PASGSS
11:30 Picnic on
the Playground
1:00 Collate
CHIMES

26
8:30 Exercise
11:30 PASGK
1:30 Tai Chi
6:00 Bereavement

27
10:00 Rummage
Sale Drop off
begins
7:00 Band Concert

28
10:00 Rummage
Sale Drop off begins

29 5th Sunday
10:00 Worship
11:00 Town Hall
Meeting

30
8:00 Rummage
Sale Set-Up
8:30 Exercise
6:00 Exercise

31
8:00 Rummage
Sale Set-Up
1:30 Tai Chi
3:00 Bereavement

1
8:00 Rummage
Sale Set-Up

2
8:00 –2:00
Rummage Sale

3
8:00—2:00
Rummage Sale

4
8:00—2:00
Rummage Sale

11
8:30 PEO BX
11:30 Picnic on
the Playground
6:00 Tai Chi
6:00 Nature Connections
7:00 Preschool

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Rev. Laura at Covenant Gathering, Rochester, IN

Rummage Sale
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Unite to Move the Mortgage
A Mortgage Reduction Program for United Presbyterian Church of Peoria (UPC)
A collaborative program of the Stewardship and Finance Committee and UPC Foundation
Purpose:
To unite the Ministry Partners of UPC to grow and nurture followers of Christ in a welcoming community
with freedom from the mortgage.
Objectives:
100% participation from ministry partners
Mortgage reduction
Ultimately, mortgage completion
Action steps:
Each participant reduces the mortgage balance by their gift plus a $100.00 bonus already committed for
that purpose.
Every child, youth, man, woman, organization and household who benefits from this beautiful facility and
campus will be invited to participate. The goal is to match at least 500 gifts!
Each initial gift given during the program life will be matched by a $100.00 bonus. The goal is 100% participation from ministry partners.
The Unite to Move the Mortgage program runs from 7/1/18-12/31/18.
Each gift moves the mortgage completion date closer.
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